
LaunchIt Minto 
2016 Year in Review 



Thank You to Our 

Funders 



Thank You to Our 

Partners 



2016 Board Members 

• Chair Glen Hall –Minto Chamber of Commerce 

• Mayor George Bridge 

• Councillor Mary-Lou Colwell – Council Representative 

• Belinda Wick-Graham – Town of Minto 

• Hope Reidt – Economic Development Planning Committee 

• Tony Tsotros – Minto Chamber Representative 

• John Mock – Minto Chamber Representative  

• Bernice Weber-Passchier - Community at Large 

• Irmgard Kuersten-Kirkorian - Community at Large 
• Harold DeVries – Business Centre of Guelph Wellington  

• Ryan Koeslag – Community at Large  

• Somer Gerber – Business Development Coordinator 

 



Mentors 

• Mayor George Bridge 

• Wendy Lockwood – Kimbal Printing 

• John Burgess – Kimbal Printing 

• John Mohle – Wellington Construction 

• Bethany McMullen – Loblaw 

• Paul Brown – Brown Insurance 

• Heather Watterworth – Creative Worth 

 



LaunchIt in the Media 



Norwell Job Fair April 16’ 

Harold DeVries 
shaping young 

minds!  



Chamber Tent at IPM 



Growing with LaunchIt  



Growing with LaunchIt  

April 14, 2016 

BFP Ag 

Business & 

Crop Inc. 

celebrated their 

Grand Opening 

in the 

Palmerston 

Industrial Park 



LaunchIt Tenants 

• Randy Scott Clinical Services  

• Ian Cubitt, CPA - Business Transition 

Coach  

• Christine Newman, RMT 

• Shelley Fisk – Posh  

• Phil Naylor – Glen Tara Centre 

• Johanne Noonan – Infrastructure 

Ontario 



Events & Training  

• 13 Training Sessions  

• 195+ attendees 

• 11 Small Business 

Advisory Meetings 

• 35 different 

businesses            

assisted 

• 4 Lunch & Learn events  

• 38 attendees 

• 18 - 1:1 Business 

Assistance Meetings  
• i.e. social media, 

business registration, 

marketing, HR etc.  

 



Events & Training  
 

• Strategic Planning 

• Succession Planning 

• Accessing Grant Information & 

Business Resources 

• Financial Check-Up 

• Marketing Collaboration 

 

 

 

• Customer Service 

• Social Media for Business 

• Bookkeeping for Business 

• Time Management 

• Emotional Intelligence for 

Business 

• Sales & Marketing  

 

 



3 Events 

 

300+ 

Attendees 

 

$4500 in Profit 

 

100% Positive 

Feedback 

 

 

 



What people are saying... 

• Just wanted to say a great big thank you for 
providing a much-needed service to those of 
us navigating through starting a new business. 

 

• I didn’t want it to be over, I learned so much and was 
inspired to push forward with my business.  Thank 
you! 

 

• LaunchIt has been a tremendous help in setting us 
up and getting the proper forms and permits.  I don't 
know how else we could have done it.  Please give 
all the support you can to LaunchIt, this is a 
wonderful service and vital for the community.  

 

 
 



What people are saying... 

• Somer was extremely helpful, patient, and 

knowledgeable.  Every time we contacted her to ask 

another "dumb" question, she helped.  What a 

wonderful opportunity for businesses, to be able to 

have contact with LaunchIt. 

 

• The Business Flight Program and Somer have been 

incredibly helpful starting our business.  Having 

support, experience and recourses at your finger 

tips gives us peace of mind and makes this whole 

process a little less scary.   
 NOTE: My personal shameless 

plugs 



Lunch & Learn 

• Lunch with  

John Nater, 

MP  

“Because of the ‘Save Your Energy’ Lunch & Learn with 

Westario Power held at LaunchIt on Tuesday, April 

26th.  CarStar and Minto Auto attended this event and 

are happy to report that because of it, Carstar was able 

to find the source of their problem resulting in a $300 per 

month savings!” 

 

• Developing 

the Leader 

Within You 

Series 



Events & Training  

TOTAL # of businesses 

that have used LaunchIt 

services in 2016… 
 

+248 from 2015 



Pop-Up Shop 

• Nov 16th - Dec 10th 

 

• 9 Minto businesses 

showcased 

 

• It was a great opportunity to 

connect with the public and 

tell them about LaunchIt 

services. 

 

• Positive feedback and 

requests to do it again in 

2017! 



LaunchIt Boardroom 

Usage 
• LaunchIt Board 

• LaunchIt Training 

• Chamber Board 

• Home of the Youth Action Council   

• IPM Committee Meetings  

• Harriston Downtown Revitalization 

Committee 

• Cultural Roundtable 

• Savour the Flavours 

• LaunchIt Mentor / Mentee Meetings 

• Tenant Usage 

• Rentals 



What’s Ahead in 2017… 

 

 
 

 

Friday October 6, 

2017 

Surrounding Community 

Outreach  
• Wellington North 

• Mapleton 

• Hanover 
 



What’s Ahead in 2017… 

• Bring agriculture related resources and 

support to Minto with the Elevate Ag 

Program.  

 

• Develop newly formed Sponsorship 

Committee. 

 

• Grow the new Business Flight Program 

 

• Continued Surrounding Community 

Outreach  

 

 

 

 

 
 



Business Flight Program 2.0 

 

Launched Feb 

17’ 



LaunchIt Minto 


