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Budget by Service 

Department Name:  Building Department  Section: Administration 

Budget Code:  1090    FTE: 2.5 

Staff: CBO/Building Services Manager, Inspector/By-Law Enforcement Officer/Risk 

Management Inspector 

 

Strategic Position: 9.0 Ensure growth and development in Clifford, Palmerston and Harriston makes cost 

effective and efficient use of municipal services, and development in rural and urban areas is well 

planned, reflects community interests, is attractive in design and layout, and is consistent with applicable 

County and Provincial Policies. 

 

Actions 9.1 streamlined approval process, 9.6 combine strict enforcement and strong incentives 9.12 

implement Source Water 9.13 short form by-law wording 

 

Responsibility: Administer and enforce the Ontario Building Code, Municipal By-Laws, Clean Water Act and 

other applicable laws 

 

Operat ing Budget  Summary

2017 Budget (Actual $35,900 to Sept 2017) $150,175

Past  & Projected (1%) 0.01

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

$161,475 150,175$   146,675$    148,142$ 149,623$  

Budget  In i t iat ives

1. Various Revenue Increases -$2,000

2. Reallocate Wages During Maternity Leave

3. Reconcile and Reduce Various Expenses -$1,500

Proposed 2018 Budget $146,675  
 

 

 

Budget to Actual Issues 

Budget will about $100,000 under budget due to unprecedented building year.  This surplus must be 

placed in reserve for future building department use based on requirements of Building Code Act.  Fees 

cannot exceed annual cost of operation.   The largest building permit season since amalgamation has 

been a challenge since the Building Inspector went on maternity leave.  Additional training costs are 

incurred to bring Fire Prevention Officer/By-law Officer on stream to assist with inspections.  

 

Issues for 2017 and Beyond 

The Building Department’s operating budget is always a challenge to forecast.  Its budget relies heavily on 

the economic conditions and changes in agricultural sector policies and prices.  With two new subdivisions 

underway in Palmerston, staff expects residential construction to remain strong.  Industrial developments 

will include Shrimp Canada and Krosinski Enterprises Medical Cannabis Processing Facilities.  At the end 

of 2017 almost all Source Water Protection funding is gone, but the responsibility remains with this 

Department.  Minto has been a leader in Wellington County in this area with its combined Building 
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Inspector and Risk Management Inspector; this position and the CBO also act as Risk Management 

Officials when the County staff member is not available. 

 

 

 

 

Service Measures 

 

  2011     2012  2013  2014   2015  2016   2017(Sept) 

# Permits  155       191    148  168  188  205  186 

$ Construction  

(millions) $15.4  $21.9     $15.2  $14.7  $23.6  $21.2  25.5 

# Res. Units   26  26     23  26  35  35  51 

 

CAO/Clerk and Chief Building Official’s Recommendation 

That the 2018 budget proposed for the Building Department be approved at  $146,675 
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