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TOWN OF MINTO 

DATE:  December 23, 2015 

REPORT TO: Mayor and Council 

FROM:  Bill White, CAO/Clerk 

SUBJECT: Delegations 2016 OGRA ROMA Conference 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN 

5.1  Actively and professionally seek out Federal and Provincial grants and revenue-sharing 

programs, and promote sustainable and equitable funding programs that require a 

minimal amount of reporting and promote local accountability. 

 

BACKGROUND: 

The 2016 Combined Ontario Good Roads Association Rural Ontario Municipalities 

Conference (OGRA ROMA) is February 21-24 in Toronto.   The conference, along with AMO in 

August, is a chance for Council to seek delegations with Provincial Ministers regarding areas 

of municipal concern. The following are the delegations since 2011: 

 February 2011 OGRA/ROMA Minister of Infrastructure Bob Chiarelli access to Provincial 

Gas Tax 

 August 2011 AMO Rick Bartolucci Ministry of Municipal Affairs downtown incentives 

 February 2012 OGRA/ROMA then Minister of Municipal Affairs Kathleen Wynn Source 

Water Protection integration with Provincial Policy 

Attorney General John Gerretson Joint and Several Liabilities 

 August 2012 AMO Minister of Environment James Bradley Source Water Protection 

Implementation 

 February 2013 OGRA/ROMA Minister of Environment James Bradley Source Water 

Protection Implementation, Town of Minto Resolution 

Minister of Transportation Glen Murray Connecting Link Funding 

 August 2013 delegation Parliamentary Assistant to Minister of Transportation jointly with 

Wellington North and North Perth regarding restoration of the connecting link program 

 February 2014 Minister of Municipal Affairs Linda Jeffrey Streamlining Municipal 

Reporting 

 August 2014 Parliamentary Assistant to Minister of Municipal Affairs regarding 

streamlining reporting and Public Sector and MPP Accountability and Transparency Act; 

Deputy Premier Deborah Matthews Public Sector and MPP Accountability and 

Transparency Act; Minister of Agriculture Jeff Leal Rural Ontario Municipalities Economic 

Development Update; Minister infrastructure Sustainable Infrastructure Funding Model 

 February 2015 Minister of Municipal Affairs Ted McMeekin Streamlining Municipal 

Reporting; Associate Minister of Health with responsibility for Long-Term Care Hon. 

Dipika Damerla, Strong Health Care Options Rural Ontario 

Council and staff monitored a number of key Provincial positions through 2015 and 

provided feedback on such matters as ranked ballots; connecting link funding, climate 

change, and municipal act and conflict of interest act reform.  In 2014 Minto had 

delegations with the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and the Deputy Premier regarding the   

Public Sector and MPP Accountability and Transparency Act 2014 which had just been 
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proclaimed.   That legislation allows complaints regarding any municipal service to be 

referred to the Ombudsman for review.  There is no known direction on how these 

complaints will be monitored or handled by the Province.  In fact the Ministry of Municipal 

Affairs and Housing website is not informative on this issue. 

  

COMMENTS: 

This legislation comes into effect January 1, 2015 with little guidance on how it will work.  At 

the time of delegations in 2014 Provincial officials up to the Deputy Premier assured the 

Town that procedures would be in place to ensure people fully exhausted local appeal 

processes before the Ombudsman would become involved.  Also complaints would be 

tracked and grouped so that the Ombudsman would only be expected to become involved if 

there was a trend in concern being expressed.   

 

Council can appreciate that every time a water meter issue, dog control matter, or pothole 

complaint goes to the Ombudsman there will be an issue with the amount of reporting the 

agency may require and the number of complaints the Ombudsman will have to address.  

Also the Ombudsman was not to have the authority to “overrule” any local decision making 

although the extent of what their reports might be on such complaints is not clear. According 

to the Ombudsman 2014-15 Annual Report they are still “preparing” to perform this new 

roll.  It would be in order to appear before the Province on this issue. 

 

The Town has also appeared before the Province regarding streamlining municipal reporting, 

sustainable formula based infrastructure funding, and on-going support for rural downtowns 

and economic development.  There has been a good exchange of information, and some 

progress has been made on these issues. 

 

Before AMO staff reported that the Province was taking stock of its municipal relationships 

with a view to some long term initiatives noting the publication of key documents for review: 

1. Review of key elements of Ontario’s municipal legislative framework: the Municipal Act, 

the City of Toronto Act, and the Municipal Conflict of Interest Act. September  

2. Building Ontario Up, Discussion Guide for Moving Ontario Forward – Outside the GTHA 

3. Climate Change: Discussion Paper 2015 A Plan for Ontario’s Future 

 

Staff did bring forward these reports so it may be worthwhile following up on such matters 

as climate change funding and reporting, rural broadband, ranked ballots, natural gas for 

rural areas and similar.  Expanding municipal revenue generating options (such as share of 

the gas tax) to help fund rural infrastructure are other issues that may be relevant. 

  

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATION:  

Delegations are at no additional cost to the Town. Deadline for requests is January 8.   

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council receives the December 23, 2015 report from the C.A.O. Clerk regarding 

delegation requests 2016 OGRA ROMA Conference and that Council request a delegation 

with the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing on implementing the Public Sector and 

MPP Accountability and Transparency Act 2014, and the Ministry of Environment and 

Climate Change on funding and reporting on local climate change initiatives. 

 

Bill White, C.A.O. Clerk 
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